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A GOOD TEACHER IS…………..?

Naïve 
Assumption 

A GOOD THIEF
Find something for tomorrow…
Find something that can change 
everything...



behindthecurtainsofhistory.weebly.com





NCSS 
THEMES 

TEN 
THEMES

THAT ARE 
THE 

FOUNDATION
FOR OUR

CURRICULUM 
STANDARDS





WHY STANDARD FOUR MATTERS
MY RESEARCH:  Hope: The Way and The Will

❖ Better predictor of college completion
than SAT,  ACT,  HS GPA

❖ Four times more likely to not finish
college with low hope than low ability

❖ Research of Dr. Rose and Dr. Seirup confirms this 
statistic locally demonstrating that low hope 
students on probation are at greatest risk of 
dropping out.

Shane Lopez Gallop Poll 2012



The goal today is to provide for you a way
to allow students to pull back the curtains of

history to reveal the secrets of positive psychology
that have defined the men who made that history 





Mindset: The Power of Effort
Believing Achievement is not an Inborn Capacity Makes All the 

Difference



Dr. Angela Duckworth
Grit: 

Combination of Passion and 
Perseverance for Long Term Goals

★ West Point Cadets
★ Spelling Bee Winners
★ Recognized Geniuses

 

➢ Passion for Long Term Goals

➢ Perseverance to Achieve Long Term 
Goals

http://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_the_key_to_success_grit.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_the_key_to_success_grit.html


In Life, It is really important to address our 
weaknesses, but it is our character strengths 
that matter...



Character Strengths-- Viame.org



We need to get “gritty 
about getting our kids to 
be grittier. We need to 
explore our best ideas, 
intuitions and be willing to 
fail, in our attempts to 
getting our kids to be 
grittier.”

Not sure we can teach grit, 
but…



WHAT IS THE C3 THING
COLLEGE READY, CAREER READY AND…..

THE REAL PURPOSE OF SOCIAL STUDIES 
IS TO CREATE INFORMED CITIZENS TO 

PRESERVE OUR DEMOCRACY

THE THIRD C=                                 CIVIC (ALLY) READY



AT FIRST GLANCE, THIS 
TEMPLATE IS 
OVERWHELMING
BUT THE GOAL OF TODAY’S 
WORKSHOP IS TO MAKE THIS
 NEW JARGON AND THIS 
DIRECTION IN SOCIAL STUDIES
 SIMPLE, UNDERSTANDABLE,
 AND SOMETHING THAT YOU 
MIGHT USE TOMORROW.



From the NCSS C3 Perspective…

Documents

Reading Like a Historian
Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides
Evaluate Make a Decision

Documents

Reading Like a Historian
Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides
Evaluate Make a Decision

Documents

Reading Like a Historian
Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides
Evaluate Make a Decision

Compelling Question (Essential Question)





From the My Perspective…

Context:

Story:
Framing the Big Idea

Filling the Filing Cabinet
Literacy Strategies
(read and retell, your choice)

Flipped Instruction
Context at Home
You Tube

Documents

Reading Like a Historian
Inquiry Based 

Conflicting-Two Sides
Evaluate Make a Decision

Song as a Document:
Close Reading 

Return to Big Idea
EMOTION

Engagement:

Bringing the Documents
 to Life
One Day Simulation
History Alive
Teach Like a Pirate

Kahoot
Engagement/Fun
Evaluation 



The Power of Stories…



Due Out This March



● STORY THEORY: Brain Research: Framing the 
Lesson

● CONTEXT: Brain Research: Framing the 
Lesson—Filling the Filing Cabinet—(Literacy 
Strategies, Short Feeding), and Flipped 
Instruction(you tube)

● EVIDENCE: Documents: What If I Made this 
Up?—Thinking Like a Historian Questioning—

    Inquiry Creating Informed Citizens
● ENGAGEMENT: Song: Common Core Document
   History Alive to Bring the Documents to Life

NEW LESSON DESIGN TEMPLATE



Evaluation:

Assessment:  Their particular 
interpretation of history—take a 
Stand on the question.  Demonstrate 
historical literacy.

Taking Informed Action:  Taking learning to 
the real world.  The learning should not 
happen when the lesson ends.





CHARACTER 
STRENGTHS

This book frames the 
story and creates
a cognitive map for the 
lesson to follow. The 
pig finding his strength 
is a metaphor that 
each student must find 
their own music
(Strengths--Viame.org)
..



Students first discuss and compare each other’s strengths in 
small groups... 





Click on the picture and the song 
plays

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIl1OIGzuDg


Students first discuss and use evidence from the documents to reveal 
Hamilton’s strengths in small groups... 



DAY ONE; Framing: Storytelling

➢ Make the Lesson Your Own
 
➢ Use the lesson to frame the Compelling 

Question

➢ Have students learn about themselves?

➢ Share and involve parents in HW

➢ Exit Slip

Motivation: Read Aloud Story on 
Character



HW: TEACH PARENTS 
INTERACTIVE ASSIGNMENT

HAVE PARENT AND CHILD INTERACT TO 
SHARE LEARNING

WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR CHARACTER 
STRENGTHS ARE?

WAS YOUR LIFE SHAPED BY YOUR 
CHARACTER STRENGTHS?



DAY 2: Filling the Filing Cabinet
and Lighting the Imagination

Federalist vs. Anti Federalists



     Was the Birth of Political Parties Due in 
Part to Differing Personalities and Character 

Traits?
         

Federalist vs. AntiFederalist Controversy
 



Why is there such resentment against Hamilton?
Framing Story



Do Now
 Listen to the song “Nonstop” from the Broadway 
production Hamilton: An American Musical, and 
follow along with the lyrics. Using a Highlighter, 
annotate any historical references you see or hear 

about Federalists or Anti Federalists.

Essential Question:
”Was the disagreement on the Federalists and 
Antifederalists a disagreement based on their 

differences in their character traits?”



Play Start of Song. 2:00, 4:00

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhiPiuAhWXE


This musical background set the stage for the Federalists 
and Antifederalist controversy to come to life and Dr, 
Sheehan wanted me to share the way the document 
appears in our final DBQ revealed  the birth of political 
parties









What Character Traits of Hamilton and Jefferson Might Have Been 
Responsible for the Differences in Political Parties that Divided Our 
Nation ... 



National Bank 
Controversy

Analysis of Primary Documents & 
Connections to Character Strengths

Presented by Danielle Miller

DAY 3



Ladies and gentlemen, you could have 

been anywhere else in the world tonight, 

but you're with us here in New York City. 

Are you ready for a cabinet meeting, huh? 

The issue on the table: Secretary 

Hamilton's plan to assume state debt and 

establish a national bank. Secretary 

Jefferson, you have the floor, sir

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness

Cabinet Battle #1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkusJxYC1Bw


Essential Question: 

Are Jefferson and Hamilton’s different 

positions on the National Bank aligned 

with their personality strengths?



Document 1

Hamilton in His Own Words: Report on a National Bank

“That a National Bank is an Institution of primary importance to the 
prosperous administration of the Finances, and would be of the greatest 

utility in the operations connected with the support of the Public Credit. It is 
evident, for instance, that the money, which a merchant keeps in his chest, 

waiting for a favourable opportunity to employ it, produces nothing ’till that 
opportunity arrives. But if instead of locking it up in this manner, he either 
deposits it in a Bank, or invests it in the Stock of a Bank, it yields a profit, 

during the interval... His money thus deposited or invested, is a fund, upon 
which himself and others can borrow to a much larger amount.”



Document 2

Jefferson in His Own Words: Opinion on the 
Constitutionality of the National Bank

“It may be said that a bank whose bills would have a currency all over the 
States, would be more convenient than one whose currency is limited to a 

single State. So it would be still more convenient that there should be a bank, 
whose bills should have a currency all over the world. But it does not follow 

from this superior conveniency, that there exists anywhere a power to 
establish such a bank; or that the world may not go on very well without it.”



Document 3

Jefferson and Hamilton Quotes

“It would reduce the whole instrument to a single phrase, that of 
instituting a Congress with power to do whatever would be for the 

good of the United States; and, as they would be the sole judges of the 
good or evil, it would be also a power to do whatever evil they please.”

 -Thomas Jefferson

“To deny the power of the Government to add this ingredient 
to the plan, would be to refine away all government.” 

-Hamilton



Students will be able to:

★ Identify the character strengths of Hamilton and 
Jefferson.

★ Determine whether they believe their strengths 
impacted their opinions on the National Bank 
Controversy.

★ Decide whether or not they feel their character 
strengths ultimately contributed to the concept and 
basis of our modern political parties.



Homework

For homework, decide which primary 
sources align with the lyrics from the song, 

“Cabinet Battle #1” from Hamilton: An 
American Musical. Be sure to use evidence 

from the song to support your findings!



What New Evidence Does This Song Reveal About Hamilton’s Character 
Strengths?... Find Evidence in the Text of the Song



Statement of Neutrality           
Analysis of Primary and Secondary Sources

Reading Like A Historian Activity 

Presented by: Tara Bickerton



CABINET BATTLE NUMBER 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnTiL6Jz7wo


Essential Question: Does Jefferson and Hamilton’s 
different positions on neutrality and the French 
Revolution align with their character strengths?



Reading Like A Historian Activity

Types of Questions:

Sourcing: Who wrote the article/document/text and what might the author’s 
motivation and personal interests be

Close Reading (Inferential and Academic): What does the document 
actually say? What do specific phrases and words refer to

Close Reading (Perspective): Analyze the author’s perspective in the article

Context: What else is going on in history at the time the document came out? 
Does this affect the author’s bias, perspective, purpose for writing, etc.

Corroboration: Compare and contrast two texts. Do they contradict one 
another? Are there many similarities between the two?



Document 1
“The people are if possible to be made to believe, that the Proclamation of neutrality 
issued by the President of the US was unauthorized illegal and 
officious—inconsistent with the treaties and plighted faith of the 
Nation—inconsistent with a due sense of gratitude to France for the services rendered 
us in our late contest for independence and liberty—inconsistent with a due regard for 
the progress and success of republican principles…Pains are likewise taken to 
inflame the zeal of the people for the cause of France and to excite their resentments 
against the powers at War with her.”
Alexander Hamilton
Defense of the President’s Neutrality Proclamation, May 1793



Reading Like A Historian Questions:

1. (Sourcing) Who wrote this article and why? Do you think the author has a bias in 
any way?
 
2. (Close Reading: Perspective) Does the author support the United States position of 
neutrality?
 
 3. (Close Reading: Inferential) What historical event is the author referring to when 
they state, “sense of gratitude to France for the services rendered us in our late contest 
for independence and liberty”.
 
4. (Context) What is happening in France from 1789-1799 and how is it affecting the 
United States foreign policy?



Homework: 

1. Using the documents from the 
Reading Like A Historian Activity, 
choose two character strengths 
from the chart that you believe 
Jefferson and Hamilton exhibited in 
their neutrality policies. Use 
evidence from the documents to 
support your claims. 

 
2. Answer the essential question: 

Does Jefferson and Hamilton’s 
different positions on neutrality and 
the French Revolution align with 
their character strengths? Why or 
why not?



Day 5: Rap Battle, DBQ, Taking 
Informed Action

Presented by: Anna Cavaluzzi
https://twitter.com/mrscaietOHS/status/789116545964408832

https://twitter.com/mrscaietOHS/status/789116545964408832
https://twitter.com/mrscaietOHS/status/789116545964408832


Create Your Own Rap Battle!
You’ll be creating your own rap for a Hamilton v. Jefferson Rap Battle. Feel free to use the Cabinet Battle songs 
from Hamilton as inspiration and remember to have fun!
Be sure to include:
-          At least one line about the character strengths of Hamilton or Jefferson
-          At least one line about how this led to the formation of political parties
-          At least one line about how this reflects today’s political parties
-          Use at least half of the words in this word bank



DBQ - Did the character strengths of 
Hamilton and Jefferson lead to the 
formation of political parties?

Task:
Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of United States 
history, answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to 
the questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to write a 
well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a 
conclusion. Use evidence from at least five documents in your essay. Support your 
response with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional outside 
information. Your essay should answer the following two questions: 

● Discuss at least two character strengths each of Hamilton and Jefferson
● Evaluate how their character strengths influenced Hamilton and Jefferson’s 

political stance(s)
● Discuss two differences between Jefferson and Hamilton on national policy 



C3 Inquiry Arc: Taking Informed Action

Students will write letters to local politicians asking 
them what they believe their character strengths are 
and whether or not their character strengths helped 
shape their political beliefs. 



Motivation
3-2-1 Activity 

Is the history of nation defined by the character of 
our leaders? And, in addition to that, what defines the 

most effective character traits for a leader?



History Mystery

● In groups, students will 
analyze documents from 
former presidents to 
determine: 

◦ (1) What are the character 
strengths of this 
president?

◦ (2) What are the political 
views of this president?

◦ (3) Would this president 
have supported Hamilton 
or Jefferson? 

● After crafting their 
arguments, students will 
present their findings to the 
class.

● Each group will have a 
different Post-WWII 
president. Groups will come 
together to discuss modern 
political parties as  they 
relate to those created by 
Hamilton and Jefferson.





Do the character strengths of men shape our nation’s destiny? 

"Government growing beyond our consent had become a lumbering giant, slamming shut the gates of 
opportunity, threatening to crush the very roots of our freedom. What brought America back? The 

American people brought us back -- with quiet courage and common sense; with undying faith that in this 
nation under God the future will be ours, for the future belongs to the free."

-Ronald Reagan, 1986 State of the Union Address

Political views?

Opinions on government? 



Presidential Character Strengths
"Government growing beyond our consent had become a lumbering giant, slamming shut the gates of 

opportunity, threatening to crush the very roots of our freedom. What brought America back? The 
American people brought us back -- with quiet courage and common sense; with undying faith that in this 

nation under God the future will be ours, for the future belongs to the free."
-Ronald Reagan, 1986 State of the Union Address



Hamilton vs. Jefferson
"Government growing beyond our consent had become a lumbering giant, slamming shut the gates of 

opportunity, threatening to crush the very roots of our freedom. What brought America back? The 
American people brought us back -- with quiet courage and common sense; with undying faith that in this 

nation under God the future will be ours, for the future belongs to the free."
-Ronald Reagan, 1986 State of the Union Address

Jefferson

Jefferson

Jefferson

Jefferson

Hamilton

Hamilton

Hamilton

& Jefferson

Hamilton



Got another minute..
(Guido Sarducci)…

I got another website...
 



Let’s go the website...
● Detailed Lesson Plans on Construct
● Does immigration make our nation stronger?
● Would the colonists have survived
without the Native peoples?
● Inquiry Based Approach
● NCSS Inquiry C3 Approach
● Justdosocialstudies2016.weebly.com

http://edu509class.weebly.com/
http://edu509class.weebly.com/


..A Good Teacher is...
● Were the woman’s struggle for rights in 

America driven by growth mindsets and grit?
● Lessons, Background YouTube Videos, and 

DBQs
edu509class.weebly.com

● CLASS WEBSITE

http://nyc2015conference.weebly.com
http://nyc2015conference.weebly.com


WHAT YOU DO WITH ALL THIS?

WHEN I FAILED 
WELL…

YOU WILL MAKE YOUR 
OWN GRAVY



UNLOCKING CHILDREN’S STRENGTHS:
GROWING A GROWTH MINDSET WITH CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE

●By Dr. Kevin Sheehan and 
The Best Teachers that I Know

Due out in 2017: 
Rowman and Littlefield

BUT IN THE 
MEANTIME…



Student Presenters: On the Market Soon...

Tara Bickerton/Adolescent & Special Education, 7-12
tbickerton@lions.molloy.edu @Miss_Bickerton

Anna Cavaluzzi/Adolescent & Special Education, 7-12
acavaluzzi@lions.molloy.edu @msannacavaluzzi

Andi Floresta/Adolescent & Special Education, 7-12
afloresta@lions.molloy.edu

Brittany Hesser / Social Studies & Special Education, 7-12
bhesser@lions.molloy.edu 

Danielle Miller/Adolescent & Special Education, 7-12
dmiller@lions.molloy.edu

mailto:acavaluzzi@lions.molloy.edu
mailto:acavaluzzi@lions.molloy.edu
mailto:acavaluzzi@lions.molloy.edu
mailto:acavaluzzi@lions.molloy.edu
mailto:bhesser@lions.molloy.edu
mailto:bhesser@lions.molloy.edu
mailto:acavaluzzi@lions.molloy.edu


     Summer Course: Changing the Conversations 
Week Before June 26-June 29, 2017

Monday-Thursday 8am -3pm

$900 3 Graduate Credits—INSERVICE ALSO

 

Thank you or your  kind and gracious attention
EMAIL ME IF YOU NEED ANYTHING 

Ksheehan1@molloy.edu


